
                                         Taunton Deane Ramblers. 

 

Minutes of the AGM meeting held on 23rd November 2018 at the Quaker Meeting 

House. 

 

Present.  John Ollerenshaw       Chairman 

                Gill Lee                       Treasurer 

                 Lynda Stewart            Correspondence secretary 

                 Dot Mackay                Minutes secretary 

                     31  attendees. 

 

Apologies.  Ian Foster  Terence Mathews   Jo Shipton  Susannah Billeter  

                    Shirley and Richard Welch    Odile Knowles  Chris Keane 

                     Norbert and Miraldine Rosser  Jan Rose Ann Barford 

                     Heather and Colin Flood  Judy Hawkes    Maureen Marney 

                     Ann Winter   Malcolm Gardener  Janet Daniels  Joyce Leonhardt 

                     Tor Townsend  Mike & Chris Whitmore  Liz Ollerenshaw 

                      John Lowe 

 

Chairman’s Opening Remarks.  
 

The chairman mentioned the final visit of popular walk leader Les Awford to the open 

afternoon event. With the retirement of John Lowe from walk leadership, Les was the 

penultimate link to the group’s founding years when leaders often offered two or three 

walks to each of the group’s programmes. 

As programme secretary when the group started, there were many challenges, and 

many ladies initially felt too intimidated to offer walks. The Autumn programme of 

1998 reflected this in that there were twice as many men leaders as women. With a 

whole host of improvements in the waking environment over the years, the current 

Autumn programme show that there are now half again as many female leaders as 

men. 

John now turned to look at future years, and, on pointing out that the committee were 

leading a third of the walks in the Winter programme, he challenged members to not 

only seek to sustain the group by the offer of their own walks, but also to encourage 

fellow walkers to lead themselves. This was vital if the group was to continue to offer 

a full programme of walks.   

 

Minutes of the last AGM were read agreed and signed. 

  

Matters Arising. 

  

There were a range of special events to celebrate our twenty-fifth anniversary and 

these appeared in the annual report. 

The walking partnership funds were £60. 

Area suggested we should have walks with other groups with long, medium and short. 

This idea didn’t take off there being no appetite for this venture. 

 

 

 

 



Annual Report. 
  

We were very sad at Neil Parker’s decline in health and subsequent death. It was 

pleasing to see so many ramblers attending his funeral. He will be missed. 

January’s new year lunch at the Somerset Cricket club’s venue proved a popular 

choice and was well attended. 

Our programme for our 25th anniversary year was varied and popular. 

Lynda & Judi lead the West Deane way and Davina and Sally led a complete circuit 

of the Quantock Green Way. 

Heather and Colin Flood repeated their trip on the river Exe and subsequent walk. 

An open afternoon was held at Trull community centre where we welcomed a few 

new faces. 

We had a full coach on our outing to Seaton. It was unfortunate that the fine weather 

broke but four walks of varying lengths were completed and tea and cake consumed 

afterwards. 

The group took part manning a stall at the ‘Life Is Worth Living’ show. Quite a few 

visitors were encouraged to try one of our walks. 

Our Friday evening walks coordinator Mike Whitmore suffered a bad fall rendering 

him chair bound. We wish him well. He still wishes to continue in his role of 

coordinator. 

John wishes to thank all those who have lead walks during the year.   

Members will note the number of blank spaces in our current programme the 

committee have agreed to be more proactive in encouraging new leaders to come 

forward. Your offer short or long is vital and valuable for all. 

 

Treasure’s Report. 

We ran two coach trips and a barn dance, financially these were a great success 

especially the barn dance.  

We are now registered with Ramblers Worldwide Holidays which provides extra  

income for the club when anyone books a holiday. 

The finances are in good order and give us some room for expenditure. 

Joanne Nacey has agreed to be the examiner of the accounts. 

The financial report was unanimously passed as being correct. 

 

Committee Members’ and Post Holders’ Reports. 

 

Footpath secretary’s report.  

 

Very little has happened regarding the maintenance of paths as funding has been cut 

to the local council. 

Area representative’s meetings were reduced because of the distance to travel to them. 

The meetings have gone down from 3 to 2. The General council of Ramblers takes 

place in Manchester next year which Philip is hoping to attend. John told us there is 

going to be a consultation on maintaining the state of footpaths. He suspects that this 

will mean no cutting back of vegetation and keeping paths clear due to austerity 

measures by the government. 

Wendy Camp suggested there should be working parties to help keep paths clear. This 

can be done by groups but the landowners need to be agreeable. 

 

 



 

 

Membership Secretary. 

 

Dashboard will come in next March this will make the membership coordinator’s job 

easier. Thanks go to Wendy Camp for reading and working her way through the 

handbook. Current membership numbers are 258 with 5 payments pending. 

 

Andrew told us that we get more hits on our face book page increasingly so. Thank 

you Andrew for doing this. 

 

Janice reported that the Sunday walks were varied and most enjoyable. It is pleasing 

that some new leaders have come forward to lead. 

 

Judi awarded Robert and Wendy certificates for walking the whole of the West Deane 

Way.  

 

Election Of Officers and Members of the Committee.  

  

The chairman, secretaries and treasurer are willing to stand again.  

 

Judi Townsend proposed John to continue as chairman and Joy Carruthers seconded 

this. It was unanimously agreed. 

The remainder of the committee are willing to stand again. 

Sally Childs proposed this and it was seconded by Wendy Morrison this was also 

agreed unanimously.  

Tim Knowles proposed that all other positions are filled by the incumbents seconded 

by Gill Lee and again unanimously agreed.  

 

John suggested that help might be needed to promote the Wednesday walks as there 

are quite a few gaps in the programme. Andy sends E mails regularly reminding of 

dates in the programme that are empty.  

AOB. 
 

Sally Childs suggested we walked the Two Moors Way which is over 100 miles.  

 

Janice is hoping to lead the Templer’s Way in the Summer programme. Every stage 

has tea options or ice creams! 

 

Tabards were discussed at length! They are available with sleeves. The objections 

were that they are too hot. Val suggested we wore Sam Brownes as an alternative also 

that every walk leader should have one.  

John proposed we should purchase reflective jackets, arm bands or tabards. 

The committee will look into this purchase and discuss it at the next committee 

meeting.  

Lynda read us a poem concerning committees which brought the meeting to a 

humorous close. 

There were favourable comments regarding the Meeting House venue. 

 

The meeting ended at 9-10pm. 



 

 

 

 

 

  


